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Ghana she is highly prized and eligible gentlemen exhibit the
enthusiasm to take her hand in marriage. According to them, he
fertility is proved; there is no fear of her being barren. Even in ou
country, at one time it was not frowned upon. Sahodhajudu (Sahotha
is the name given to a son who was in the womb at the time o
his mother's marriage. 'Kanina' is the son of an unwed mother. Karra
of Mahabharatha is the son of Kunti, the unwed mother. The othe
sons of Kunti through lawful marriage led by Yudhisthira recognisec
the relationship and performed obsequies for Kama. Veda Vyass
but for whom the 'Kuru Vamsam' (Kuru family) could not have been
continued was the son of Matsyagandhi and Rishi Parasara. At that
time Matsyagandhi was unmarried. Many such stories can be related
to prove that the ancients did not disapprove of the unwed
motherhood.

Let not the reader run away with the impression that the writer
is of the opinion that greater the number of unwed mothers, the better
is the health of the society. That is far from her intention. But,
at the _ same time it is to be emphatically stated that where mutual
trust, confidence and intimancy reign supreme such relationship
between man and woman is the best and the ideal one. This
statement does not mean that an unwed mother is to be despised.
It is to be left to the wise and balanced decision of the woman to
choose to become a mother, if she likes it that way, in matrimony
or outside it. It is unjust to pressurise her in the name of social
morality. The children of unwed mothers should have legal status
on a par with children born in matrimony. That child will bear her
mother's family name. There is no difficulty on that score. Thus,
it is high time that the society brings to bear a rational and scientific
view over the whole problem and does justice to women in general,
and unwed mothers in particular.